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Theme: Access to Drugs

Access to Drugs

Funding

State Funding, Private Funding, Co-pay

NHS

budget

Education

budget

Drug usage for:

• Memory enhancement

• Learning enhancement

• Behavioural modification

Use of pre-determined learning drug 

therapy becomes a prerequisite for 

certain jobs.

Private / Co-pay funding potentially 

widens education gap between more 

and less able based on ability to pay.

Safety & Efficacy

Ethic group variability 

in drug effectiveness

Will it work 100% of the 

time? How will we know if 

it is / isn’t working?

Clinical / 

Effectiveness Trials

Regulation

Parental Choice

Ability / 

willingness 

to pay

When does 

the child’s 

choice 

prevail?

Potentially narrows 

education gap if drugs 

reserved for “less able”

Supporting career 

change in adulthood
Individual’s Choice

As part of government strategy 

to re-align labour force with 

newly required skills and 

capabilities in global market.

Potentially prohibited by 

religious / cultural concerns?
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Theme: Regulation

Regulation

Education

Conditions of use –

approved list / 

circumstances?

Effective monitoring –

clinically and 

educationally

Drug assisted 

qualifications 

National, EU, Global

International competition 

for jobs, talent. (and 

ultimately investment).

International review 

and licensing of 

drugs.

Health

Clinical Trials

Safety & Efficacy

Shared understanding of 

equity in drug supported 

qualifications.

Cost  

effectiveness

Drug Interactions (particularly in older 

people given aging population and 

increasing incidence of chronic disease).

Access to Drugs

Effects & Effectiveness of Drugs

Non-drug assisted 

qualifications 
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Theme: Effect & Effectiveness of Drugs

Effect & Effectiveness 

of Drugs

Desirable effects

Reduce stress for 

individuals in learning 

Preferred learning 

styles less significant

Improve human 

thought processes

Usage

Use of drugs for 

behavioural modification 

as “correction” tool in 

judicial system.

Use in company 

training courses

Un-desirable 

effects

Ability to 

manipulate 

users (children) 

in their learning

Potential impact 

on brain 

development

Use in older adult 

re-training

Clinical:

• Side-effects

• Drug interactions

Temporary, 

Permanent, 

Reversible

Regulation

Performance Management & Targets

Improve general 

cognitive capability

Use in manufacturing / office 

workers to improve attention & 

concentration to drive productivity

Desired effect from use of cocktail of different 

agents to support different learning types, 

styles, environments, subjects.

Potential reduction 

in creativity versus 

“technical 

“learning

?

Personal learning 

agenda

Distance learning:

“Take pill 1 and complete 

module 2.”

Long-term physical and 

mental impact of drug use?
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Theme: Performance Management & Targets

Performance 

Management & 

Targets

Student 

performance

Increasing 

performance

Exam performance

Increasing social 

skills recognised

How will performance be measured?

Benchmarking against  

pre-learning drug  results.

If standards increase in learning standards there 

may be a need for more specialist teachers.

Teacher 

performance

Quality of interactions 

with:

• Students

• Parents

• Medical professional

Cost and clinical effectiveness 

(outcomes) of drugs

Avoidance of drug 

use to cover for 

poor teaching 

standards

Effect & Effectiveness of Drugs
Access to Drugs

Relative value of “drug-supported 

“qualification versus “drug free”.

Success with versus without drugs

With / without drug 

supported exam results, 

other education standards

Social skills (in 

addition to 

“teaching”

With / without drug 

supported exam results, 

other education standards
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Theme: Ethical dilemmas

Ethical 

dilemmas

Impact on emotional well-being 

as children grow up in “drug-

enhanced learning environment.

Effect & Effectiveness of Drugs
Access to Drugs

Progress 

without the 

hard work?

Why will learning 

drugs be acceptable?

Will educational organisations need a code 

of practice to manage relationships with 

drug providers?

Pharma coys. tie up with universities to 

attract “best students” by offering free 

drugs.

Drive for results 

encourages “over 

use” of drugs.

Differentiation of individuals by 

drugs taken rather than technical 

/ skills knowledge.

Ability to learn more, faster becomes 

differentiator of talent for business.

Personal versus institutional 

responsibility in drugs usage?

Differentiation of individuals by 

drugs taken rather than technical 

/ skills knowledge.

While able to learn / work 

more, what might the impact on 

work / life balance be?

Mistakes, lack of ability 

blamed on drugs / not 

taking drugs.

What is the difference between learning / 

memory / behavioural enhancing drugs, 

sporting performance enhancing drugs and 

recreational drugs?

Potential increasing pressure 

on fragmentation of society: 

have versus have not.

Impact on working  and learning population 

migration driven by drug availability.

Increasing competition 

for “better” jobs”

Skills gaps in other 

sectors of jobs 

market?


